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CHS PRIDE
Problem Solvers • Responsible Citizens • Inclusive Leaders •
 Dedicated Learners • Effective Communicators

Instrumental Music II (4980)

String Orchestra 
Fall & Spring Semester
Course Syllabus
August 22nd, 2017 - June 7th, 2018 
Instructor: 
Director of Instrumental Music: Mr. Gary Coartney, M.A., M.S.
Class Hours:

Monday & Thursday 1:10-3:00pm, Wednesday 12:15-1:05pm
Location:

Multi-Use Building

Room:


002

Address:


4200 Concord Blvd., Concord, Ca. 94521 (school)




P.O. Box 2114, Concord, Ca. 94521 (Inst. Music Boosters (CHSIMB)

Office Hours:

Mr. Coartney: Tuesday & Friday 8:00am-3:30pm
Office Phone:
Voicemail: (after you hear the voice prompt, input the extension and you will hear my voice mail. Please leave your name and number and why you are calling).

Mr. Coartney (925) 682-8000 ext. 3330
Office Fax:

(925) 682-4613

Email Address:

Mr. Coartney:  coartneyg@mdusd.org  

Web Site:

www.chsminutemenmusic.org  (music program)
A. Content Standards
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PERFORMING ARTS: MUSIC CONTENT STANDARDS

1. Artistic Perception: Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills Unique to Music. Students read, notate, listen to, analyze, and describe music and other aural information, using the terminology of music.
2. Creative Expression: Creating, Performing, and Participating in Music. Students apply instrumental musical skills in performing a varied repertoire of music. They compose and arrange music and improvise melodies, variations, and accompaniments, using digital/electronic technology when appropriate.
3. Historical and Cultural Context: Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of Music. Students analyze the role of music in past and present cultures throughout the world, noting cultural diversity as it relates to music, musicians, and composers.
4. Aesthetic Valuing: Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments about Works of Music. Students critically assess and derive meaning from works of music and the performance of musicians according to the elements of music, aesthetic qualities and human responses.
5. Connections, Relationships, Applications: Connecting and Applying What is Learned in Music to Learning in Other Art Forms and Subject Areas and to Careers. Students apply what they learn in music across subject areas. They develop competencies and creative skills in problem solving, communication, and management of time and resources that contribute to lifelong learning and career skills. They also learn about careers in and related to music. 
THE NATIONAL CORE ART STANDARDS 
& ANCHOR STANDARDS
· Creating (Core)
1. Anchor Standard #1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work (Imagine).

(a) Enduring Understanding: The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge from a variety of sources.
(i) Essential Question: How do musicians generate creative ideas?

2. Anchor Standard #2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and work (Plan & Make).
(a) Enduring Understanding: Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their expertise, context, and expressive intent.

(i) Essential Question: How do musicians make creative decisions?
3. Anchor Standard #3A: Refine and complete artistic work (Evaluate & Refine).
(a) Enduring Understanding: Musicians evaluate, and refine their work through openness to new ideas, persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria.

(i) Essential Question: How do musicians improve the quality of their work?

3.   Anchor Standard #3B: Refine and complete artistic work (Present)

(a) Enduring Understanding: Musicians’ presentation of creative work is the culmination of a process of creation and communication.

(i) Essential Question: When is creative work ready to share?

· Performing, Presenting, Producing (Core)
1. Anchor Standard #4A: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation (Select).
(a) Enduring Understanding: Performers’ interest in and knowledge of musical works, understanding of their own technical skill, and the context for a performance, that influences the selection of repertoire.
(i) Essential Question: How do performers select repertoire?

1.    Anchor Standard #4B: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation (Analyze).
(a) Enduring Understanding: Analyzing creators’ context and how they manipulate elements of music provides insight into their intent and informs performance.
(i) Essential Question: How does understanding the structure and context of musical works inform performance?

1.    Anchor Standard #4C: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation (Interpret).

(a) Enduring Understanding: Performers make interpretive decisions based on their understanding of context and expressive intent.

(i) Essential Question: How do performers interpret musical works?

2. Anchor Standard #5: Develop and refine artistic work for presentation (Rehearse, Evaluate & Refine).
(a) Enduring Understanding: To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, evaluate, and refine their performance over time through openness to new ideas, persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria.
(i) Essential Question: How do musicians improve the quality of their performance?

3. Anchor Standard #6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work (Present).

(a) Enduring Understanding: Musicians judge performance based on criteria that vary across time, place and cultures. The context and how a work is presented influence audience response.

(i) Essential Question(s): When is a performance, judged, ready to present? How do context and the manner in which musical work is presented, influences audience response?
· Responding (Core)
1. Anchor Standard #7A: Perceive and analyze artistic work (Select).

(a) Enduring Understanding: Individuals’ selection of musical works is influenced by their interests, experiences, understandings, and purposes.

(i) Essential Question: How do individuals choose music to experience?

1.    Anchor Standard #7B: Perceive and analyze artistic work (Analyze).

(a) Enduring Understanding: Response to music is informed by analyzing context (social, cultural, and historical) and how creators and performers manipulate the elements of music.
(i) Essential Question: How do individuals choose music to experience?

2. Anchor Standards #8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work (Interpret).

(a) Enduring Understanding: Through their use of elements and structures of music, creators and performers provide clues to their expressive intent.
(i) Essential Question: How do we discern the musical creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

3. Anchor Standard #9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work (Evaluate).

(a) Enduring Understanding: The evaluation of musical work(s) and performance(s) is informed by analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.
(i) Essential Question: How do we judge the quality of musical work(s) and performance(s)?
· Connecting (Core)
1. Anchor Standard #10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art (Connect).
(a) Enduring Understanding: Musicians connect their personal interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to creating, performing, and responding.
(i) Essential Question: How do musicians make meaningful connections to creating, performing and responding?
2. Anchor Standard #11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and historical context to deepen understanding (Connect).
(a) Enduring Understanding: Understanding connections to varied contexts and daily life enhances musicians’ creating, performing and responding.

(i) Essential Question: How do the other arts, other disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform creating, performing, and responding to music?
B. Description
Eligibility:
Grades 9-12
Prerequisite: 
Open Enrollment, prior experience preferred (but not a prerequisite) with Violin, viola, cello and double bass instruments.
CHS Requirements:
This course is worth 5 units per semester (10 units total) and fulfills one year of elective requirements. This is a yearlong course of study.
College Track:

This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirements and the U.C./C.S.U.  

“F” Requirement.
Instrumental Music II
String Orchestra is a beginning to advanced instrumental music class. This is a co-curricular class. Co-curricular is defined as activities, programs, and learning experiences that complement, in some way, what students are learning in school-i.e., experiences that are connected to or mirror the academic curriculum. Co-curricular activities are typically, but not always, defined by their separation from academic courses.

This ensemble rehearses during scheduled class time on the fundamental of music, performance literature and performance technique. This ensemble performs at a minimum of once per semester. During 1st semester the ensemble will perform a home concert.

Students will learn the intermediate to advanced concepts in music theory, history, composition, pedagogy, and performance.

During 2nd semester, focusing on all aspects of musicianship, including creating, performing, responding and connecting to various musical forms and styles throughout history and from various cultures. This ensemble will give multiple performances throughout the semester (including concerts, festivals, showcases and other events).
C. Course Objectives 
Music: 

1. To rehearse and perform music at a proficient to advanced level. Rehearsals involve the completion of homework (individual practice of at least 30 minutes a day, 4 days a week. this is the minimum), sectionals, and full ensemble work. This includes after-school rehearsals on Thursday. There are also many evening and weekend performances.
2. To Perform and compete at various music festivals, reviews, district festivals, fall and spring concerts, and community/school/social events. 

3.To develop a fundamental (base) knowledge and skill acquisition of Pedagogical   (preparatory training and instruction), Aural skills (ear training), Oral skills (singing), Instrumental techniques (rehearsal and practice routines), Music theory, Composition, Musicology and Ethno-Musicology (history and culture in music), and the Music Industry
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________
D. Focus 

String Orchestra: This seasons focus will be on performing music of the renaissance, through modern eras. Greater emphasis on sight-reading, chorales, and fundamental technique. This season’s focus will be on performing music from the 20th Century. Greater emphasis on sight-reading, chorales, and fundamental technique. We will focus on the completion of Concord’s A-Z Guide to Melodic Success, Concord’s A-Z Guide to Rhythmic Success, Concord’s A-Z Guide to Harmonic Success, Major Scales for Strings, and others.
Wednesdays: Wednesdays this year are going to be dedicated to Theory, History and Culture, and Composition. Focusing on the Content and Benchmarks and Framework Standards set forth by the California Department of Education.
Fridays: Fridays this year are Green and Gold. Please wear your spirit wear, or band t-shirts.
E. Course Topics and Essential Skill Sets.
The Development of Skill Sets Designed for the Success of Student’s in all life pursuits.

The 4 C’s of 21st Century Learning: Creativity, Critical Thought, Communication & Collaboration.
The MDUSD Graduate Profile: Effective Communicator, Community Contributor, Complex Thinker, Effective & Ethical User of Technology, Self-Directed Learner, Global Citizen & Responsible Worker, Health & Wellness Advocate.

These Skills Apply to the following Areas in Music:

1. Music Performance

2. Instrumental Technique

3. Music Theory

4. Music Composition

5. Music History and Culture

6. Music Industry
F. Required Materials
1. Instrument (including cleaning supplies, rosin, and functioning bow).
2. Music Literature (Songs)

3. Music Exercises (provided).
4. 3 Ring 11/2” Binder with 50 clear sheet protectors

5. Pencil
6. Black 2 or 3 button Tuxedo (Try J.C. Penney’s) or Concert Dress (there is only one kind of dress, I have all the details) (suggested)
7. Black Dress shoes or sandals(suggested)
8. Instrumental Music Program Shirt (all students get it free)

G. Assessment & Grading Plan

Grading will based on the following assessment grading rubric. Students assignment and final grade will be based on evidence of growth and achievement of specific assignments.
Level 5 Advanced (A):


90-100%

Level 4 Accomplished (B):


80-89.9%

Level 3 Proficient (C):


70-79.9%

Level 2 Approaching Proficient (D):
60-69.9%

Level 1 Emerging (F):


50-59.9%

Final (percentage) grade will be based on total points possible against total points accumulated for each semester.

The following areas will be graded: (these are points given)
1. Attendance:
20 pts for present, 10 pts for tardy, 0 pts for absence

2. Participation:
150 pts per festival, concert or review, 50 pts per game, rally, community, 20 pts per after school rehearsal

3. Written Tests:
100 pts
4. Performance Tests: 100 pts

5. Written Homework: 50pts
6. Binder Checks: 50pts

7. Projects: Points are based on the depth and breadth of the project. 

Attendance and Participation is absolutely critical in a performance class. Your lack of attendance or continued tardiness, not only affects your grade, but affects everyone in the entire ensemble. The school is cracking down on tardies; especially during zero period. 
Absences: 2 or more absences will result in an email home.

            5 or more absences will result in a conference with (teacher, parent, student and possibly administration). Please beware of the district S.A.R.B. (School Attendance Review Board) policy.

Tardies: 4 or more tardies will result in an email home.

               8 or more tardies will result in a conference with (teacher, parent, student and possibly administration). Please beware of the district S.A.R.B. (School Attendance Review Board) policy.

Extra credit will be in the form of an Essay (can only be done once per semester, and will only be worth 100 points if given full credit.)
H. Behavior Policy: Classroom, School and District

For District Behavior Policy please refer to District Behavior Policy.
For CHS Behavior Policy please refer to link below CHS Behavior Policy
Classroom Behavior Policy:

1st offense: warning

2nd offense: teacher-student conversation; loss of participation

3rd offense: phone-call to parent/guardian

4th offense: referral to Principal’s office

