
CHS PRIDE 
Problem Solvers ~ Responsible Citizens ~ Inclusive 

Leaders ~  
Dedicated Learners ~ Effective Communicators 

 
Concord High School Instrumental Music 

Jazz Ensemble 
Course Syllabus 

August 22 - June 7 
 

Teacher: Mr. Martin Lejano 
Assistant Director of Instrumental Music 

 
Class Hours: 6th Period Tuesday & Friday 1:10-3:00PM 

6th Period Wednesday 1:10-2:00PM 
 
Location: Multi-use Building 
 
Room: 002 
 
Address: 4200 Concord Blvd. Concord, CA 94521 (School) 

P.O. Box 2114, Concord, CA 94521 (Instrumental Music Boosters) 
 
Office Hours: Monday, Thursday 10:05-11:55AM 

*email if you have any conflicts/questions/concerns and we can meet at a different time 
 

Office Phone: (925) 682-8000 ext. 8348 
*I’m not always at my phone, but I check constantly; leave your name and number and I will return your 
call 

 
Office Fax: (925) 682-4613 
 
Email Address: lejanomr@mdusd.org (school) ← BEST WAY TO COMMUNICATE 

lejanomusic@yahoo.com (personal) 
 
Website: www.chsminutemenmusic.org  
 
Required Materials EVERYDAY! 

- 3 ring binder with 5 dividers (for handouts, lecture notes, graded work, exercises) 
- Music folder 
- Manuscript paper 
- Pencils 

 
*If for financial reasons, you cannot afford these materials, talk to the teacher. Otherwise, you are 
expected to have these everyday. 

mailto:lejanomusic@yahoo.com
http://www.chsminutemenmusic.org/
mailto:lejanomr@mdusd.org


National Core Arts Standards 
 
Creating 

- Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work 
- Organize and develop artistic ideas and work 
- Refine and complete artistic work 

 
Performing/Presenting/Producing 

- Analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for presentation 
- Develop and refine artistic work for presentation 
- Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work 

 
Responding 

- Perceive and analyze artistic work 
- Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work 
- Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work 

 
Connecting 

- Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art 
- Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to deepen 

understanding 
 
California Department of Education 
Performing Arts: Music Content Standards 
 

1. Artistic Perception: Processing, analyzing, and responding to sensory information through the 
language and skills unique to music. Students read, notate, listen to, analyze, and describe music 
and other aural information, using the terminology of music. 

2. Creative Expression: Creating, performing, and participating in music. Students apply 
instrumental musical skills in performing a varied repertoire of music. They compose and arrange 
music and improvise melodies, variations, and accompaniments, using digital/electronic 
technology when appropriate. 

3. Historical and Cultural Context: Understanding the historical contributions and cultural dimensions 
of music. Students analyze the role of music in past and present cultures throughout the world, 
noting cultural diversity as it relates to music, musicians, and composers. 

4. Aesthetic Valuing: Responding to, analyzing, and making judgments about works of music. 
Students critically assess and derive meaning from works of music and the performance of 
musicians according to the elements of music, aesthetic qualities and human responses. 

5. Connections, Relationships, and Applications: Connecting and applying what is learned in music 
to learning in other art forms and subject areas and to careers. Students apply what they learn in 
music across subject areas. They develop competencies and creative skills in problem solving, 
communication, and management of time and resources that contribute to lifelong learning and 
career skills. They also learn about careers in and related to music. 

 
 
 
 



Description 
 
Eligibility: Grades 9-12 
 
Prerequisite: Prior experience on an instrument is highly encouraged for this advanced 
ensemble 
 
CHS Requirements: This course is worth 10 units (5 per semester) 
*Fulfills one year of elective requrements 
 
College Track: 
This course fulfills the one-year Fine Arts requirements and the UC/CSU “F” requirement 
 
Jazz Ensemble: Jazz ensemble is an intermediate-advanced course open to students in grades 9-12. 
Students must be able to play their instrument with a high degree of skill. The music will consist of 
professional level commercial and jazz music. Students will be expected to improvise with some skill and 
to know and understand the harmonic structure of the music that is played. Students will be encouraged 
to write for this ensemble. The jazz band will perform on many occasions for the general public at music 
festivals. Membership in the group is by teacher recommendation to insure that the students have a high 
level of musical skill and to maintain a balanced instrumentation.  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Major Goals: The fundamental components of instruction in the visual and performing arts are artistic 
perception, creative expression, historical and cultural context, aesthetic valuing, and connections, 
relations, and applications. 
 
1.1 To develop sensitivity to the expressive qualities of music 
1.2 To increase aural awareness 
1.3 To encourage musical responsiveness, involvement, and discrimination 
1.4 To promote understanding of the nature and structure of music 
1.5 To develop skills necessary to become capable and intelligent performers, creators, and 
consumers of music 
1.6 To develop awareness and understanding of the idioms, performance media, and purposes of the 
many styles of music that are a part of our multicultural heritage 
1.7 To provide a sound basis of musical experience that can be used in making intelligent judgments 
of musical value 
1.8 To promote understanding of historical contributions and cultural dimensions of music 
1.9 To promote an understanding of how to connect and apply what is learned in music to other art 
forms, subject areas, and careers 
 
Performance Objectives: 
 
2.1 Demonstrate an understanding of how sound is generated and modified 
2.2 Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of music 
2.3 Demonstrate an understanding of the structure (form and design) in music 
2.4 Demonstrate the ability to effectively use written notation 



2.5 Listen and respond to music accurately and intellectually 
2.6 Identify some of the expressive elements in the music of different cultures and ethnic groups 
2.7 Describe some of the social and historical situation that influence the composition, style, 
selection, and performance of music 
2.8 Demonstrate (to produce) characteristic styles and forms 
2.9 Demonstrate an understanding of the value and role of music in the lives of individuals 
2.10 Perform for an audience demonstrating a knowledge of a varied repertoire, expression, and 
technical accuracy 
2.11 Develop specific criteria for making informed critical judgments about the quality and 
effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, or improvisations 
2.12 Compare and contrast musical works to other art forms 
2.13 Pursue knowledge of higher education and/or career opportunities in the musical arts 
2.14 Demonstrate awareness of integration of musical elements with other subject areas such as 
poetry, math, science, foreign language, and physical education 
 
Content Outline: 
 
3.1 Artistic Perception 

3.1.1 Sound generation and modification 
3.1.1.1 Physical Structure of instruments 
3.1.1.2 Proper playing position 

3.1.2 Pitch 
3.1.2.1 Octaves 

3.1.3 Rhythm and meter 
3.1.3.1 Playing in various time signatures 

3.1.4 
3.1.4.1 Keys  
3.1.4.2 Basic chords 

3.1.5 Tempo and dynamics 
3.1.6 Notation 

3.1.6.1 Musical staff 
 
3.2 Creative Expression 

3.2.1 Playing 
3.2.2 Reading and writing 
3.2.3 Listening 

 
3.3 Historical and cultural context 

3.3.1 Social and historical influences 
3.3.2 Music as recreation 

 
3.4 Aesthetic valuing 

3.4.1 Judgments 
3.4.2 Interpretation 

 
3.5 Connections, relations, applications 

3.5.1 Careers in music 
 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Focus: This year, we will be putting an emphasis on the Blues. We will learn about the history of the 
blues and why it is so important in the development of jazz music,  both theoretically and historically. 
 
Wednesdays: Wednesdays are going to be dedicated to theory and improvisation. There will be plenty 
of harmonic analysis and call-and-response exercises. 
 
Fridays: Fridays this year are Green and Gold. Please wear your spirit wear or band t-shirts. Students 
who participate will receive a ticket for each Friday. There will be a drawing at the end of each month for 
various prizes. 
 
Grading Plan: 
 
A: 100-90 
B: 89.9-80 
C: 79.9-70 
D: 69.9-60 
F: 59.9-0 
 
Final percentage grade will be based on total points possible against total points accumulated for each 
semester. 
 
The following areas will be graded: 
 
Attendance: 50% 
Participation: 20% 
Written/Performance Tests: 15% 
Written Homework, Projects: 10% 
Concert Review: 5% 
 
*Attendance and participation is absolutely critical to receiving a good grade in a performance based 
class. 
 
 
 

Performance Dates: (to be announced, write them here!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Lejano’s Classroom Guidelines: 
 
#1 AND ONLY RULE:  RESPECT…. 
 

- Your teacher 
- No talking when the teacher is giving instruction 
- No being on your phone unless the teacher says otherwise 

 
- Your peers 

- No talking when your peers are participating in discussion/performing 
in front of the class 

- No putdowns for any reason whatsoever (everyone is developing at 
their own rate; you will support EVERYONE in their efforts to become 
a better musician, no matter where they are on their journey) 

 
- Your room 

- No chewing gum (spit it in the trash can before you sit down) 
- No food allowed 
- No drinks other than water 

 
 
 
Behavior policy 
 
1st offense: warning 
2nd offense: loss of participation and conversation after class 
3rd offense: phone call home 
4th offense: referral to VP’s office 
 

When you walk into this room, we are coming together to create music. Respect 
my time, respect your fellow classmates’ time, respect this room and everything in 

it, and we are going to have an incredible year! 


